Developmental aspects of the primary process.
The structural-developmental view of primary process initially proposed by Holt (1967) defines primary process as a special system of processing information in the service of "synthetic necessity." Rather than being an archaic, chaotic mode of ideation, primary process follows an independent line of development with specific organizational and synthesizing properties. Vignettes from three phases of the treatment of a severely disturbed child provide clinical evidence to support this viewpoint.